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Uganda is a country 
in Eastern Africa.



Uganda has about 35 million citi-
zens. Its capital is Kampala. The 
neighbouring Lake Victoria is the 
world‘s second largest lake..





That‘s the way houses are built in Uganda ...



... and that‘s how things are transported.



There are little animals ...



... and big ones.









There are many children in Uganda. 
The average age of the population is ...



... 14.8 years! Most Ugandan people are children. 
(The average age in Germany is 44 years.)



Most people in Uganda 
are very poor.



They live on what 
they grow in their 
gardens. 



Coffee ...



... Pineapple.





The average income per year is 
about 400 Euros. That`s about one 
Euro per day.





If they are healthy and if they 
have enough food, people in 
Uganda are happy and like 
laughing.





But there are also 
diseases in Uganda ... 



… almost nobody can af-
ford medical treatment or an 
operation.



Often people have prob-
lems with their eyes. This 
man has got a cataract 
and would need to be 
operated.



Many people also need glas-
ses, but they can`t afford them.
Adults often can`t work. …



... children can`t read what`s written 
on the board. For that reason many of 
them have to leave school.



More than 150 million people worldwide would need a 
pair of glasses. They can`t study, can`t work and can`t 
look after their families.
Their lack of income amounts to 120 billion US-Dollars 
per year. This equals the annual global development aid. 



Therefore Martin Aufmuth, a maths and physics teacher 
from Erlangen, Germany, has invented glasses which 
even very poor people can afford …



… OneDollarGlasses. Its frame consists of an extreme-
ly light and flexible frame of spring steel wire. The prize 
for one complete pair of glasses: about 1 US-Dollar



With the help of a simple bending 
machine people can produce these 
glasses by themselves on site.



In a two- week- training 
course the trainees learn 
how to produce the glasses.





The thumb nail fixes 
the 90° mark …



… then the wire is bent, 
exactly at an angle of 90°.



You can produce glasses 
of different sizes:

Small glasses for children 
can be produced with the 
yellow mark. The red mark 
is for medium sized glas-
ses, and the blue one for 
adults with broad noses.



Now the round shape 
for the lenses and the 
nose is bent.







And everywhere there are spectators …





Everybody can choose the 
colour of their glasses. 



The colourful glass beads turn the 
glasses into real pieces of jewelry.



Now the temple is 
bent backwards.



Over the glowing charcoal 
the shrinking tube is shrunk.







The temple ends are 
closed …



... and cut into round shape.



Then notches are cut into 
the lenses.





Now the lenses can 
be clicked easily into 
the frame.



The production of a complete pair 
of glasses takes about 12 minutes.



Now just fit the temples to 
the ears …



… and here they are: 
the OneDollarGlasses.



Innocent (26) was able 
to produce this pair of 
glasses after only two 
days of training.



The trainees like to 
help each other.



Sarah (29) has got 
one child. Her hus-
band has died of 
malaria.

Sarah wants to earn 
a living for her child 
and for herself by 
producing glasses.



The complete equipment 
for an optician costs about 
2,000 Euro. You can produ-
ce 50,000 glasses with it in 
one year.



Well, and how do 
the glasses get to 
the people?



The optician fixes the 
eye chart to a tree in 
the village. Then he 
can test the eyes of 
his clients.



In his luggage he`s got 
a box with lenses bet-
ween –6 to +6 dioptres.







When the optician has 
found the correct len-
ses, he simply clicks 
them into the frame.



That`s what the girl was able 
to see without glasses …



… that´s what 
she sees now.



This woman is able to read again.



For the first time he is able to see his village properly. 



She is able to see to the board again.











In our world there are 150 million disabled people, 
unable to learn, unable to work and unable to look 
after themselves and their families – just because 
they are lacking a simple pair of glasses.

This is what we want to change.



150 Millionen Menschen auf der Welt sind behindert.
Sie können nicht lernen, nicht arbeiten und nicht für 
ihre Familien sorgen. 

Das Einzige was ihnen fehlt ist eine einfache Brille.

Wir wollen das ändern. 

www.onedollarglasses.org


